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About our Product Liability Practice

Hogan Lovells has the leading product liability practice covering all aspects of product safety as well as civil and criminal
liability. We have experience of acting for clients in respect of a wide range of products including food, pharmaceuticals,
cars, tobacco, mobile phones, cosmetics, electrical and electronic products, toys and children's products, sporting goods,
blood products, aircraft and machinery. Hogan Lovells’ product liability lawyers are supported by a dedicated Science Unit
and Project Management Unit.

If you would like more information about Hogan Lovells' product liability practice, please visit our website at
www.hoganlovells.com or contact the Product Liability Group Leader, John Meltzer, at john.meltzer@hoganlovells.com
or any of the lawyers listed on the back page of this publication.

About International Product Liability Review

In December 2000, Lovells (as it then was) launched
its quarterly European Product Liability Review, the only
regular publication dedicated to reporting on product
liability and product safety developments in Europe for
international product suppliers, and others interested
in international product issues. Over the next ten years,
this unique publication featured hundreds of articles,
from authors across our network, covering issues in
Europe and, increasingly, further afield. Reflecting the
growing globalisation of product risks, and following the
creation of Hogan Lovells through the combination
of Lovells with Hogan & Hartson in May 2010,
the publication was renamed International Product
Liability Review in March 2011.

Hogan Lovells' International Product Liability Review
continues to be the only regular publication dedicated to
reporting on global developments in product liability and
product safety regulation. It is distributed worldwide free
of charge to our clients and others interested in
international product issues. If you would like additional
copies of this publication, please return the form enclosed
with this edition, or contact a member of the editorial
team by e-mail:

Rod Freeman

rod.freeman@hoganlovells.com

Siobhan Thomson

siobhan.thomson@hoganlovells.com

Claire Taylor

claire.taylor@hoganlovells.com

Valerie Kenyon

valerie.kenyon@hoganlovells.com

Alex Woods

Alex.woods@hoganlovells,com

This issue of International Product Liability Review
is produced with the support of our International
Co-ordination Panel:

Jacopo Bartolomeo (Milan)
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Christelle Coslin (Paris)
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karen.jelsma@hoganlovells.com

Ji Jienji (Shanghai)

ji.jienji@hoganlovells.com

Valerie Kenyon (London)

valerie.kenyon@hoganlovells.com

Carolin Konzal (Munich)

carolin.konzal@hoganlovells.com

Eugenio Vázquez (Madrid)

eugenio.vazquez@hoganlovells.com
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Maryland, the Court has sided with the plaintiff company
and prohibited the CPSC from posting a report
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Alvin Lindsay and Yara Lorenzo (Miami) report on the
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27 The Global Recalls Portal: a new step towards
enhancing information sharing on consumer
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In October 2012, the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development (OECD) launched the
"Global Recalls Portal", the first online tool to contain
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recalls issued in jurisdictions around the world. Rod
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worldwide automotive sector

Ensuring product compliance is important for any
industry wishing to minimise product liability and safety
risks. In this article, Dr Sebastian Polly and Angelika
Tafelmaier (Munich) look at the ECE framework for
compliance and safety within the automotive sector.
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Overview

The launch of a "global portal" to publicise product recalls
(page 27) is a landmark event by any standards. For many
years we have, within the pages of International Product
Liability Review, reported on the gradual "globalisation" of
product safety regulation. Whilst that process is far from
complete, the Global Recalls Portal launched by the OECD
is the first tangible sign that active trans-continental
cooperation between regulatory authorities is now a
permanent feature of the product safety landscape.

The reality is that the existence of the Recalls Portal itself, at
least in its current form, is unlikely to have a significant
impact on the consumer protection landscape, or the risks for
product manufacturers. Whilst a number of regulatory
enforcement bodies contribute to the Portal, the range of
products covered by each body and the criteria for reporting
issues into the Portal vary considerably from region to
region. Also, the information posted on the Portal is,
generally, already in the public domain within the regions
concerned and accessible via the internet. The real impact
of the launch of the Portal will be seen when the authorities
who participate in the project start to consider the next logical
step - cooperation in the implementation of product recalls
and in the enforcement of safety regulations. We are already
seeing this kind of cooperation as a matter of routine
between the US Consumer Product Safety Commission and
Health Canada, and the topic remains high on the agenda in
discussions involving other authorities around the world.
As these developments lead to international cooperation
between authorities when enforcing product safety
regulations, then the risks for product manufacturers who do
not keep pace with these changes will increase significantly.

On the theme of the "globalisation" of risks, in this issue of
International Product Liability Review we report on an
interesting conference held recently in France titled
"International Day for Asbestos Victims" (page 7). Whilst the
general objectives of the meeting were unquestionably
important - namely to consider developments in the
diagnosis and treatment of asbestos-related diseases, to
discuss the ways in which different countries meet the
financial and medical needs of those who suffer from
asbestos-related diseases, and to discuss the continued
industrial use of asbestos in some parts of the world where
appropriate regulatory safeguards are not in place - the fact
that issues of compensation and the role of litigation systems
were discussed in an international forum such as this is
significant. We are seeing a clear trend towards the litigation
system being used increasingly to assert asbestos-related
claims in many countries around the world where this has not
previously been the norm, and very often under novel
theories of liability. Whilst the objective of the conference in
France was not overtly to promote litigation, it has, at the
very least, demonstrated that issues relating to
compensation and liability in the asbestos context are
receiving higher levels of attention internationally.

With this issue of International Product Liability Review you
will find the latest issue of "News" from the Hogan Lovells
international product liability practice, reporting on a selection
of our activities and achievements throughout 2012. The
articles that you read in International Product Liability Review
regularly cover issues that we have managed for our clients,
and the authors of our articles are highly experienced in
these areas. We hope you enjoy the insight into some of the
work we have been doing for our clients over the past
year. The format of the "News" document also provides a
preview of some changes we will shortly be introducing to
International Product Liability Review. Whilst basic format
and content will remain as they are now, the next issue of
International Product Liability Review will be published in our
new format, featuring a brighter presentation and, we hope, a
more interesting layout.

Rod Freeman

London

rod.freeman@hoganlovells.com


