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About our Product Liability Practice

Hogan Lovells has the leading product liability practice covering all aspects of product safety as well as civil and criminal liability.
We have experience of acting for clients in respect of a wide range of products including food, pharmaceuticals, cars, tobacco,
mobile phones, cosmetics, electrical and electronic products, toys and children’s products, sporting goods, blood products, aircraft
and machinery. Hogan Lovells’ product liability lawyers are supported by a dedicated Science Unit and Project Management Unit.

If you would like more information about Hogan Lovells’ product liability practice, please visit our website at
www.hoganlovells.com or contact the Product Liability Group Leader, John Meltzer, at john.meltzer@hoganlovells.com

or any of the lawyers listed on the back page of this publication.

ABOUT INTERNATIONAL PRODUCT
LIABILITY REVIEW

In December 2000, Lovells (as it then was) launched its quarterly
European Product Liability Review, the only regular publication
dedicated to reporting on product liability and product safety
developments in Europe for international product suppliers, and
others interested in international product issues. Over the next
ten years, this unique publication featured hundreds of articles,
from authors across our network, covering issues in Europe and,
increasingly, further afield. Reflecting the growing globalisation
of product risks, and following the creation of Hogan Lovells
through the combination of Lovells with Hogan & Hartson in
May 2010, the publication was renamed International Product
Liability Review in March 2011.

Hogan Lovells’ International Product Liability Review
continues to be the only regular publication dedicated to
reporting on global developments in product liability and
product safety regulation. It is distributed worldwide free of
charge to our clients and others interested in international
product issues. If you would like additional copies of this
publication, please return the form enclosed with this edition,
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Overview

The current General Product Safety Directive (GPSD) has
been a central feature of the European consumer product
regulatory regime for more than a decade. Over that 3
time, the general landscape for product safety regulation, D 4
both in Europe and on an international level, has changed “
significantly. For that reason, and for some years now, the

European Commission has recognised that the GPSD has

been in need of an overhaul. Whilst it was never going to

be a straightforward task to revisit the form and content

of such a fundamental piece of legislation, the European

Commission has, after a consultation period spanning some

three years, finally produced its proposals for reforming the

GPSD, which is the subject of our feature article in this issue

(page 2). Most aspects of the proposals are unsurprising but,

inevitably, some points are controversial and are generating

debate. With the Commission announcing a relatively

short time frame (by European standards) for adoption and

implementation of the new measures, expect this to remain

a hot topic over the coming year.

For product manufacturers around the world, the question

of potential exposure to product liability litigation in the United
States remains an important consideration. In this issue, with
reference to some recent case law, we look at the US courts’
approach to asserting jurisdiction over foreign manufacturers,
and see that some fundamental issues remain unresolved
(page 30).

Increasingly, the interplay between product liability and
criminal liability is an important consideration in Europe. In
this issue, we look at how criminal law has been used to deal
with product safety concerns in Spain (page 19). Each country
in Europe approaches this issue in a different way, but the
risk of exposure to criminal liability is something that needs to
be managed in the product liability context, whether in Spain
or in any other European jurisdiction.

Finally, if you are a regular reader of International Product
Liability Review you will notice that we have moved to a

new, more modern style. We hope that the new look will
enhance your experience of the publication. Our approach to
content is, of course, unchanged - we remain committed to
producing each quarter a unigue resource to help international
businesses keep up to date with important developments in
product liability and product safety laws around the world.

Rod Freeman
London
rod.freeman@hoganlovells.com



