




















Types of Female Genital Mutilation



Legal Appendices
What are human rights?
Human rights are the fundamental rights common to all human beings, regardless of 
gender, age, nationality, place of residence, religion or ethnic or social origin. They derive 
from the inherent dignity of the human person.
In this sense, these rights are universal: each person, by the sole fact of his human 
condition, can claim them. They are also inalienable: no one can waive these rights, for 
oneself or for others.

Why do female genital mutilation (GFM) violate human rights?
The practice of FGM, including excision, violates a number of human rights.
•	 The right to physical and mental integrity: The practice of FGM often rests on the belief 

that the body of women is imperfect and needs to be corrected. Because they involve 
injuring and destroying women’s sexual organs, causing them physical and emotional 
pain, FGM violate their right to physical and mental integrity.

•	 The right to reproductive and sexual health: FGM also affect the reproductive and sexual 
health of women throughout their lives. They prevent excised women from having a 
normal sex life and increase the risks to the mother and child during childbirth.

•	 The right to equality between men and women: Since FGM are only practiced on  
women and girls, violate their human rights and aim to control their sexual freedom, 
they constitute sexual discriminations, which violate the right to equality between men 
and women.

•	 The right to life: FGM may cause haemorrhages which, in the most extremes cases,  can 
cause death. They also contribute to maternal and child deaths during childbirth. In all 
these cases, they violate the right to life.

•	 Children’s rights: To the extent that FGM are frequently practiced on minors, they also 
violate the rights of children, including the right to protection from all forms of physical 
or mental abuses.



Human rights in Burkina Faso
Burkina	Faso	has	ratified	international	treaties	that	recognise	these	human	rights	
(including the International Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Convention 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women). Burkina Faso has thus 
undertaken to protect and guarantee these rights in its territory.
Burkina Faso is also a member of the African human rights protection system which has 
been established by the African Charter on Human Rights. In particular, Article 5 of the 
Maputo Protocol obliges States parties, including Burkina Faso, to prohibit and condemn all 
forms of FGM, to protect women at risk and to provide the necessary support to victims.
Certain human rights are also enshrined in the Constitution of Burkina Faso of 1991, which 
guarantees equality between men and women (Article 1), the right to life and physical 
integrity (Article 2) and the right to health (Article 26).

The prohibition of FGM in Burkina Faso
Precisely because they violate the rights of women and girls, FGM have been prohibited in 
Burkina Faso since 1996. In particular:
•	 Under Article 380 of the Penal Code, it is forbidden to harm or attempt to harm the 

female genital organs, subject to a prison sentence of six months to three years and a 
fine	up	to	900,000	CFA	francs.

•	 These penalties also apply to all accomplices, that is, to all those who have helped the 
excisor in one way or another: the parents who decided that a girl would be excised; 
the relatives who took the child to the excisor; the persons who immobilised it or who 
purchased the necessary equipment.

•	 If a health worker is involved, the most serious sentence applies and they may be 
forbidden	to	practice	for	at	least	five	years.

•	 Finally, the mere fact of having knowledge of an FGM without informing the authorities 
is	also	punishable	by	a	fine	(Article	382	of	the	Criminal	Code).



Organisations 

Action Sociale 
BP 268 Bobo-Dioulasso 
Tel: +22620972062
 
ABBEF  - Association Burkinabé pour le Bien-être Familial 
01 BP 1313 Bobo-Dioulasso 
Tel: +22620971459/20974053
Émail :abbefb@fasonet.bf
 
Secrétariat Permanent du Comité National de Lutte contre le VIH/SIDA et les IST  
Antenne régionale de Bobo-Dioulasso  
01 BP 6464 Ouagadougou 01
Tel: +22620985271
Émail : spcnls@fasonet.bf
 
Association MAIA Bobo-Dioulasso
01 BP 1400 Bobo-Dioulasso 01
Tel: (+226)20971816
GSM: (+226)76622789
Émail : aminata_diallo@hotmail.com



Male Footballer  
image and quote



With thanks to the following:


