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About our Product Liability Practice

Hogan Lovells has the leading product liability practice covering all aspects of product safety as well as civil and criminal
liability. We have experience of acting for clients in respect of a wide range of products including food, pharmaceuticals, cars,
tobacco, mobile phones, cosmetics, electrical and electronic products, toys and children's products, sporting goods, blood
products, aircraft and machinery. Hogan Lovells’ product liability lawyers are supported by a dedicated Science Unit and Project

Management Unit.

If you would like more information about Hogan Lovells' product liability practice, please visit our website at
www.hoganlovells.com or contact the Product Liability Group Leader, Thomas Rouhette, at thomas.rouhette @hoganlovells.com

or any of the lawyers listed on the back page of this publication.

ABOUT INTERNATIONAL PRODUCT
LIABILITY REVIEW

In December 2000, Lovells (as it then was) launched its
quarterly European Product Liability Review, the only regular
publication dedicated to reporting on product liability and
product safety developments in Europe for international
product suppliers, and others interested in international
product issues. Over the next ten years, this unique
publication featured hundreds of articles, from authors
across our network, covering issues in Europe and,
increasingly, further afield. Reflecting the growing
globalisation of product risks, and following the creation of
Hogan Lovells through the combination of Lovells with
Hogan & Hartson in May 2010, the publication was renamed
International Product Liability Review in March 2011.

Hogan Lovells' International Product Liability Review
continues to be the only regular publication dedicated to
reporting on global developments in product liability and
product safety regulation. It is distributed worldwide free of
charge to our clients and others interested in international
product issues. If you would like additional copies of this
publication, please return the form enclosed with this edition,
or contact a member of the editorial team by e-mail:
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Overview

Not for this first time, our feature article in this issue of
International Product Liability Review highlights
important developments in the People's Republic of
China. International businesses continue to grapple
with a changing risk environment in that part of the
world, and in this issue we focus on the rapidly
developing regime for data privacy protection in China
(page 2). This is part of an interesting global trend.
Privacy regulation has been a feature of the

European regulatory landscape for decades, with the
long-standing cultural concerns to protect privacy in
countries such as France influencing the development
of increasingly demanding rules at an EU level.
Initiatives to provide for the protection of privacy and
personal data are, following that lead, emerging in
other parts of the world, and the developments in
China are significant for international businesses active
in Chinese markets.

We also report on the interesting debate in France
surrounding the question of whether compensation is
payable for anxiety resulting from historical exposure
to asbestos. The question of liability for creating
"anxiety" has arisen from time to time over the past
decade in a number of European countries, as we
have reported in previous issues of International
Product Liability Review, and we can expect the issue
to continue to arise. Whilst some suggest that recent
cases in France have opened the door more widely to
such claims, as explained in the detailed analysis in
this issue (page 5), the cases do not necessarily point
to that conclusion. This has broader issues for product
manufacturers, extending beyond the field of asbestos
liability, and certainly extending beyond France.

On the question of the expanding scope of liability in
Europe, we also report on the recent developments in
Italy where the courts have considered the liability of
testing/certification agencies operating as "notified
bodies" under European product safety regulations
(page 10). The issue raises questions of significant
interest not only for notified bodies, but also for product
manufacturers in regulated sectors, and their insurers.

We also report on proposed legal reforms in the UK
which, in part, reflect an attempt to deal with the
unigue consumer protection issues raised by new
technologies. The reforms are likely to give rise to new
liability issues for those who supply apps and other
digital content to consumers in the UK (page 19).

Not only does this open up the question of liability for

software and similar "products”, it also has implications
for suppliers of more conventional products that
incorporate or are designed to function in conjunction
with software. This will certainly be an issue

discussed in future issues of International Product
Liability Review.

Rod Freeman
London
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