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2RTICLE")/,"OF"9AW"NO'"*().&,)"OF"*."8ANUARX"*()."ON"THE"MODERNIYATION"OF!THE"
HEALTH"SXSTEM"INTRODUCES"CLASS"ACTIONS"IN"HEALTH&RELATED"MATTERS"UNDER"5RENCH"LAW'""

5RENCH"CLASS"ACTIONS"FOR"BODILX"INJURIES"CAUSED"BX"HEALTH"PRODUCTS"AND"COSMETIC"
PRODUCTS"CAME"INTO"FORCE"ON")"8ULX"*().'"

Ykvjkp!vjku!dtqejwtg-!yg!yknn<

!� Ujqy!{qw!vjg!ockp!rtqegfwtcn!uvgru!qh!encuu!cevkqp!rtqeggfkpiu

!� Iwkfg!{qw!vjtqwij!vjg!ockp!hgcvwtgu!qh!vjgug!encuu!cevkqpu!â!nc!htcpéckug!

ykvj!qwt!S'C<!26!swguvkqpu!cpf!cpuygtu!vjcv!yknn!rtqxkfg!{qw!ykvj!c!eqortgjgpukxg!

qxgtxkgy!qh!vjku!ogejcpkuo

!� Jgnr!{qw!cpvkekrcvg!jgcnvj.tgncvgf!encuu!cevkqpu!cpf!pqv!dg!vcmgp!d{!uwtrtkug!kh!cp!

cevkqp!ku!ncwpejgf!cpf!vjg!ogfkc!eqog!mpqemkpi!cv!{qwt!fqqt/!

Yg!yqwnf!dg!jcrr{!vq!iq!vjtqwij!kv!ykvj!{qw-!ujqwnf!{qw!ykuj!vq/!Rngcug!hggn!htgg!vq!eqpvcev!

wu!kh!{qw!jcxg!swguvkqpu/

=OTENTIAL"AMICABLE"
SETTLEMENT"AGREEMENT

<PTIONAL"PRIOR"
MEDIATION"PHASE

+"TO"."MONTHS

3OURT"APPROVAL
#APPEAL"POSSIBLE$

8UDGMENT"ON
ADMISSIBILITX
AND"LIABILITX

7NITIATION"OF"THE"
PROCEEDINGS"

#SUMMONS"DELIVERED"
BX"AN"AUTHORIYED"

ASSOCIATION$"

7NDIVIDUAL
COMPENSATION"BX
THE"DEFENDANT#S$

7NADMISSIBILITX"OR
ABSENCE"OF"LIABILITX
#APPEALS"POSSIBLE$

9IABILITX
#APPEALS"POSSIBLE$

=UBLICITX"MEASURES

<PT&IN"#."MONTHS
TO"-"XEARS$

3OMPENSATION
CLAIM

2CCEPTED
COMPENSATION"OFFER

;O"OFFER"OR"OFFER
DEEMED"INSUFFICIENT

3OMPENSATION"BX
THE"3OURT

2"LONG"AND"WINDING"PROCEDURAL"ROAD
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2/!! Yjq!oc{!kpkvkcvg!vjg!cevkqpA

Cwvjqtk|gf!cuuqekcvkqpu!tgrtgugpvkpi!wugtu!qh!vjg!

jgcnvj!u{uvgo-!k/g/!oqtg!vjcp!591!cuuqekcvkqpu!

cu!qh!Lwpg!3127/!

3/!!Qp!dgjcnh!qh!yjqA

C!itqwr!qh!wugtu!)uvctvkpi!cv!vyq*!qh!vjg!jgcnvj!u{uvgo!

rncegf!kp!cp!kfgpvkecn!qt!ukoknct!rqukvkqp!)pqv!fghkpgf!kp!

vjg!ncy*/

4/! Hqt!yjkej!rtqfwevuA

Cnn!rtqfwevu!nkuvgf!kp!Ctvkeng!N/!6422.2!KK!qh!vjg!Htgpej!

Rwdnke!Jgcnvj!Eqfg-!kpenwfkpi!rjctocegwvkecnu-!

ogfkecn!fgxkegu!cpf!equogvke!rtqfwevu/!!

5/!!Cickpuv!yjqoA

Ocpwhcevwtgtu-!uwrrnkgtu!cpf!ugtxkeg!rtqxkfgtu!wukpi!c!

jgcnvj!rtqfwev!)g/i/!jqurkvcnu-!jgcnvjectg!rtqhguukqpcnu*!

cu!ygnn!cu!vjgkt!ekxkn!nkcdknkv{!kpuwtgtu/

6/!!Qp!yjcv!itqwpfuA

Cp{!dtgcej!qh!ngicn!qt!eqpvtcevwcn!qdnkicvkqpu!d{!

ocpwhcevwtgtu-!uwrrnkgtu!cpf!ugtxkeg!rtqxkfgtu-!gxgp!

kh!vjg!dtgcej!jcu!egcugf!rtkqt!vq!vjg!gpvt{!kpvq!hqteg!

qh!vjg!ncy/!Nkcdknkv{!tgikogu!ctg!pqv!chhgevgf!d{!vjg!ncy/

7/!!Hqt!yjkej!nquuguA

Cp{!nquugu!tguwnvkpi!htqo!dqfkn{!fcocig/!

Eqorgpucdng!dqfkn{!fcocig!yknn!dg!urgekhkgf!

kp!vjg!lwfiogpv!qp!nkcdknkv{/!

8/!! Yjcv!ctg!vjg!oclqt!uvcigu!cjgcfA

Cp!qrvkqpcn!ogfkcvkqp!rjcug!ecp!dg!fgekfgf!d{!vjg!

Eqwtv!ykvj!vjg!citggogpv!qh!vjg!rctvkgu/

C!nkcdknkv{!lwfiogpv!kp!yjkej!vjg!Eqwtv!yknn!twng!qp!

cfokuukdknkv{!cpf!nkcdknkv{-!cpf!kp!ecug!qh!nkcdknkv{!yknn<

!� fghkpg!vjg!� itqwr� -!vjg!etkvgtkc!cpf!vjg!ewv.qhh!fcvg!

vq!lqkp!vjg!itqwr=

!� urgekh{!vjg!eqorgpucdng!dqfkn{!fcocig=

!� qtfgt!rwdnkekv{!ogcuwtgu/

Crrgcnu!ctg!cxckncdng!cickpuv!vjku!lwfiogpv/

C!eqorgpucvkqp!rjcug!fwtkpi!yjkej!wugtu!qh!vjg!jgcnvj!

u{uvgo!yknn!cum!hqt!eqorgpucvkqp!qwv!qh!eqwtv!dcugf!qp!

vjg!lwfiogpv/

9/! Jqy!yknn!uekgpvkhke!cpf!ogfkecn!swguvkqpu!

dg!fgekfgfA

Vjg!Eqwtv!ujqwnf!crrqkpv!gzrgtvu!vq!nqqm!kpvq!vjg!

uekgpvkhke!cpf!ogfkecn!swguvkqpu-!kpenwfkpi!cp!gxcnwcvkqp!

qh!vjg!ogfkecn!tgeqtfu!qh!vjg!wugtu!tgrtgugpvgf!d{!vjg!

cuuqekcvkqp-!cp!cpcn{uku!qh!vjg!uekgpvkhke!nkvgtcvwtg!qp!vjg!

cnngicvkqpu!cpf!vjg!tgiwncvqt{!jkuvqt{!qh!vjg!rtqfwev-!gve/

;/!!Ecp!vjg!Eqwtv!ugk|gf!ykvj!vjg!encuu!cevkqp!

qtfgt!rc{ogpvuA

Vjg!Eqwtv!oc{!cyctf!cfxcpeg!rc{ogpvu!vq!vjg!rctvkgu!cv!

cp{!vkog!uwdlgev!vq!fkhhgtgpv!eqpfkvkqpu!fgrgpfkpi!qp!vjg!

uvcig!qh!vjg!rtqeggfkpiu/!Cu!rgt!vjg!pgy!ncy-!vjg!Eqwtv!

oc{!cnuq!cyctf!cp!cfxcpeg!rc{ogpv!hqt!equvu!vq!vjg!

cuuqekcvkqp!vq!eqxgt!hwvwtg!equvu/

21/!Ecp!vjg!Eqwtv!qtfgt!qpg!rctv{!vq!rc{!vjg!

qvjgt�u!equvuA

Vjg!qpn{!gzrtguu!rtqxkukqp!fgcnu!ykvj!cp!cfxcpeg!

rc{ogpv!vq!vjg!cuuqekcvkqp!)ugg!swguvkqp!;*/!Hqt!vjg!tguv-!

Htgpej!Eqwtvu�!wuwcn!crrtqcej!ku!vq!cyctf!nwor!uwou!hqt!

vjg!qrrqukpi!rctv{�u!equvu-!cpf!pqv!eqorgpucvkqp!qh!vjg!

cevwcn!coqwpv!qh!vjgug!equvu/

?HE"KEX"FEATURES"OF"5RENCH"HEALTH&RELATED"CLASS"ACTIONS"
IN!)-"QUESTIONS"AND"ANSWERS



)

22/Yjcv!ku!vjg!vkog!cnnqvvgf!vq!lqkp!vjg!itqwrA

Vjg!ewv.qhh!fcvg!vq!lqkp!vjg!itqwr!yknn!dg!fgvgtokpgf!

d{!vjg!Eqwtv!kp!kvu!lwfiogpv!qp!nkcdknkv{/!Vjku!vkog!

ecp!tcpig!dgvyggp!ukz!oqpvju!cpf!hkxg!{gctu!htqo!

eqorngvkqp!qh!vjg!rwdnkekv{!ogcuwtgu/

23/!Yjkej!v{rg!qh!rwdnkekv{!ogcuwtgu!ecp!

dg!qtfgtgfA

Vjgtg!ku!pq!kpfkecvkqp!kp!vjg!ncy!cu!vq!vjg!v{rgu!

qh!rwdnkekv{!ogcuwtgu!yjkej!ecp!dg!qtfgtgf-!ucxg!

hqt!vjg!hcev!vjcv!vjg{!ujcnn!dg!� crrtqrtkcvg� /!Vjg{!ecp!dg!

korngogpvgf!qpn{!chvgt!vjg!hkpcn!lwfiogpv!qp!nkcdknkv{/

24/!Jqy!ctg!kpfkxkfwcn!nquugu!eqorgpucvgfA

�Wugtu!qh!vjg!jgcnvj!u{uvgo� !oc{!tgswguv!eqorgpucvkqp!

htqo!vjg!fghgpfcpv)u*!hqwpf!nkcdng-!gkvjgt!fktgevn{!qt!

vjtqwij!vjg!cuuqekcvkqp/!Kv!ku!vjgp!wr!vq!vjg!fghgpfcpv!

vq!gzcokpg!vjg!eqorgpucvkqp!encko!cpf!ocmg!cp!qhhgt/!

25/!Yjcv!jcrrgpu!kh!vjg!fghgpfcpv!tghwugu!vq!

eqorgpucvg!qt!kh!vjg!qhhgt!ku!tglgevgfA

Vjg!� wugt!qh!vjg!jgcnvj!u{uvgo� !oc{!tghgt!jku0jgt!

kpfkxkfwcn!ecug!vq!vjg!hktuv.kpuvcpeg!Eqwtv!vjcv!twngf!qp!

vjg!encuu!cevkqp!hqt!vjg!Eqwtv!vq!qtfgt!eqorgpucvkqp/

26/!Ctg!encuu!cevkqpu!gzenwukxg!qh!qvjgt!cevkqpuA

Encuu!cevkqpu!yknn!eqgzkuv!ykvj!qvjgt!v{rgu!qh!

rtqeggfkpiu<!ekxkn!ecugu-!qwv.qh.eqwtv!rtqeguu!qh!EEKu!

)Eqpeknkcvkqp!cpf!Kpfgopkhkecvkqp!Eqookvvggu*-!

etkokpcn!ecugu/

Qpg!oc{!pqv!dg!eqorgpucvgf!vykeg!uq!rnckpvkhhu!yknn!

jcxg!vq!ocmg!c!ejqkeg!dgvyggp!vjgug!xctkqwu!qrvkqpu/

Vyq!encuu!cevkqpu!eqpegtpkpi!vjg!ucog!rtqfwev!ctg!

rquukdng!rtqxkfgf!vjg{!fq!pqv!tgncvg!vq!vjg!ucog!hcevu-!

dtgcejgu!qt!fcocig/
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>INCE")"8ULX"*().%"CLASS"ACTIONS"IN"HEALTH&RELATED"
MATTERS"ARE"AVAILABLE"TO"PLAINTIFFS"REPRESENTED"BX"
AN"ASSOCIATION'"@HEREVER"POSSIBLE%"SUCH"ACTIONS"
MUST"BE"ANTICIPATED"BX0"IDENTIFXING"THE!ACTORS%"
WRITING"DOWN"THE"STORX"AND"DELIVERING"IT"IN"THE"
MEDIA"AND"COURTROOMS%"ACROSS"BORDERS'

@HX"IS"ANTICIPATION"CRUCIAL1

Dgecwug!{qw!yqp�v!jcxg!owej!vkog!qp!vjg!F.fc{/!

Vjg!ogfkc!ctg!wuwcnn{!vjg!hktuv!dcvvnghkgnf!hqt!encuu!cevkqpu/!

Vq!rtqvgev!vjg!tgrwvcvkqp!qh!vjg!eqorcp{!cpf!uvctv!

fghgpfkpi!vjg!ecug-!vjg!tgcevkqp!owuv!dg!koogfkcvg/

Dwv!kv!owuv!cnuq!dg!ceewtcvg<!{qw!yknn!nkxg!hqt!c!nqpi!

vkog!ykvj!vjg!hcevu!cpf!ctiwogpvu!kpkvkcnn{!rtgugpvgf!

vq!vjg!ogfkc/!Vjg!dguv!yc{!vq!gpuwtg!{qw!yqp�v!jcxg!

tgitgvu!cdqwv!vjku!ku!vq!vjkpm!cdqwv!vjgo!cu!owej!

cu!rquukdng!kp!cfxcpeg/

6OW"CAN"XOU"GET"PREPARED1"

Cpcn{|g!vjg!tkumu

Uvctv!d{!kfgpvkh{kpi!yjcv!vjg!tkum!ngxgn!hqt!{qwt!

eqorcp{!qt!c!egtvckp!rtqfwev!ku<!

!� Fq!{qw!jcxg!rtqfwevu!)qp!vjg!Htgpej!octmgv*!vjcv!

ctg!etwekcn!hqt!{qwt!dwukpguu!cpf!kvu!hwvwtgA

!� Jcxg!{qw!dggp!kpxqnxgf!kp!rtqfwev!nkcdknkv{!ecugu!

eqpegtpkpi!qpg!qt!ugxgtcn!rtqfwevu!kp!HtcpegA!

Kp!qvjgt!eqwpvtkgu-!kpenwfkpi!vjg!WUCA

!� Yjcv!fqgu!vjg!Kpvgtpgv!uc{!cdqwv!{qwt!eqorcp{!

cpf0qt!vjg!rtqfwevA

!� Yjcv!fq!vjg!cwvjqtkvkgu!uc{!cdqwv!{qwt!eqorcp{!

cpf0qt!vjg!rtqfwev-!gurgekcnn{!kp!Htcpeg-!kp!Gwtqrg!

cpf!kp!vjg!WUCA

!� Yjcv!ctg!rjctoceqxkikncpeg!fcvc!cpf!nkvgtcvwtg!

vgnnkpi!{qw!cdqwv!rqvgpvkcn!ecugu!vq!eqogA

Kh!vjg!tkum!ku!jkij-!yg!uwiiguv!vjcv!{qw!vcmg!cnn!vjg!uvgru!

fguetkdgf!dgnqy/!Kv!yknn!ocmg!c!jwig!fkhhgtgpeg!kh!cpf!

yjgp!vjg!vkog!eqogu!hqt!{qwt!eqorcp{!vq!fghgpf!

cickpuv!c!encuu!cevkqp!kp!Htcpeg/

Kh!vjg!tkum!ku!oqfgtcvg-!{qw!oc{!fgekfg!vq!vcmg!lwuv!uqog!

qh!vjgug!uvgru/

Qh!eqwtug-!fqp�v!hqtigv!vq!oqpkvqt!rgpfkpi!enckou-!

rjctoceqxkikncpeg!fcvc!cpf!vjg!nkvgtcvwtg!vq!kfgpvkh{!

qt!hkpg.vwpg!vjg!tkumu/

Kfgpvkh{!vjg!rgqrng

Etgcvg!c!eqtg!vgco!ykvjkp!vjg!eqorcp{<!c!uocnn!itqwr!

qh!rgqrng!htqo!ocpcigogpv-!ngicn!cpf!eqoowpkecvkqp!

fgrctvogpvu!yjq!yknn!dg!cevkxcvgf!kh!c!encuu!cevkqp!

ku!ncwpejgf/

Kfgpvkh{!ugxgtcn!urqmgurgqrng!yjq!yknn!cfftguu!vjg!

xctkqwu!uvcmgjqnfgtu!)vjg!ogfkc-!vjg!cwvjqtkvkgu-!vjg!

gornq{ggu-!vjg!ujctgjqnfgtu� *!kh!cp!cevkqp!ku!ncwpejgf/

Ejqqug!{qwt!eqwpugn<!ncy{gtu!cpf!rwdnke!tgncvkqpu!

cigpe{/!Vjg{!yknn!jgnr!{qw!cpvkekrcvg!cpf!kv!yknn!dg!

fkhhkewnv!vq!ocmg!c!ejqkeg!qpeg!vjg!etkuku!ku!jgtg/

Uvctv!vq!vjkpm!cdqwv!rtkxcvg!gzrgtvu!yjq!eqwnf!cuukuv/!

[qw!oc{!gxgp!uvctv!yqtmkpi!ykvj!vjgo!cntgcf{<!

yg!yqwnf!cfxkug!vjcv!{qw!fq!vjku!gurgekcnn{!kh!vjgtg!

ku!c!tkum!vjcv!uqogqpg!gnug!oc{!jktg!vjgo!dghqtg!{qw/

?AKE"STEPS"NOW'">LEEP"BETTER"LATER'

+ 0H@9G"3HN>EEK
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Ytkvg!fqyp!vjg!uvqt{

Ykvj!vjg!jgnr!qh!{qwt!eqwpugn<

!� cpcn{|g!vjg!uekgpeg!cpf!vjg!tgiwncvqt{!jkuvqt{!

qh!vjg!rtqfwev!cv!tkum=

!� ytkvg!fqyp!c!hcevujggv!qp!vjg!rtqfwev!)yjcv!kv!ku-!

yjgp!cpf!jqy!kv!ycu!rwv!qp!vjg!octmgv-!yjcv!vjg!

tgngxcpv!nkvgtcvwtg!uc{u-!gve/*

Qp!vjcv!dcuku-!ftchv!mg{!ogfkc!oguucigu!cpf!S'Cu/

Vjku!rctv!qh!vjg!yqtm!ku!guugpvkcn<!yjcv!{qw!yknn!uc{!vq!

vjg!ogfkc!yknn!uvc{!kp!vjg!rwdnke!cpf!oc{!dg!wugf!kp!

Eqwtv!ncvgt!qp/

Vjg!mg{!vq!c!uqnkf!fghgpug<!oguucigu!yjkej!ctg!uvtqpi!cpf!

ukorng-!ceewtcvg!cpf!eqpukuvgpv!)htqo!vjg!dgikppkpi!wpvkn!

vjg!gpf-!yjcvgxgt!vjg!eqpvgzv-!yjcvgxgt!vjg!eqwpvt{*/

Fgnkxgt!vjg!uvqt{

Kv!ku!cnyc{u!wughwn!vq!vtckp!)cickp*!vjg!urqmgurgqrng!

kfgpvkhkgf!vq!vcnm!vq!vjg!ogfkc/

Eqpukfgt!ocmkpi!eqpvcevu!cpf!fkuewuukpi!ykvj<!{qwt!

kpuwtgtu-!vjg!cwvjqtkvkgu!oc{dg-!mg{!qrkpkqp!ngcfgtu-!

lqwtpcnkuvu!eqxgtkpi!jgcnvj!ocvvgtu�

Kh!cp!cevkqp!ku!ncwpejgf-!{qw!yknn!oquv!nkmgn{!dg!vcnmkpi!

vq!cnn!qh!vjgo!cickp-!cpf!vq!vjg!Eqwtvu/!Vjku!ku!yjgp!

eqpukuvgpe{!yknn!uvctv!vq!tgcnn{!rc{!qhh/

6OW"WE"CAN"HELP"XOU

Encuu!cevkqpu!ctg!pqvjkpi!oqtg!dwv!pqvjkpi!nguu!vjcp!

c!urgekhke!mkpf!qh!ocuu!vqtv!nkvkicvkqp!cpf!yg!jcxg!dggp!

jcpfnkpi!uwej!ecugu!hqt!{gctu/!

Kp!Rctku-!yg!jcxg!vjg!nctiguv!nkvkicvkqp!vgco!qp!vjg!

octmgv!urgekcnkukpi!kp!rtqfwev!nkcdknkv{/!Qxgt!vjg!

{gctu-!yg!jcxg!fghgpfgf!ecugu!kpxqnxkpi!ocp{!jgcnvj!

rtqfwevu<!rjctocegwvkecnu-!eqpvtcegrvkxg!rknnu-!

korncpvu-!xceekpgu-!fkcn{ugtu-!tcfkqvjgtcr{!gswkrogpv-!

dnqqf.fgtkxgf!rtqfwevu-!pgwtqxcuewnct!fgxkegu-!gve/

Yg!cnuq!jcxg!wpkswg-!jkij!swcnkv{!cpf!

ownvk.lwtkufkevkqpcn!ecrcdknkvkgu!kp!rtqfwev!nkcdknkv{/!

Yg!ctg!qpg!vgco!yqtnfykfg/!Kh!{qw!hceg!qt!ctg!

vjtgcvgpgf!ykvj!cevkqpu!kp!xctkqwu!eqwpvtkgu-!qwt!

kpvgitcvgf!vgco!yknn!yqtm!ykvj!{qw!vq!jcpfng!

{qwt!ocvvgtu!cetquu!Gwtqrgcp!lwtkufkevkqpu!cpf!

kpvgtpcvkqpcnn{/!Yg!yknn!jgnr!{qw!vq!vcmg!c!inqdcn!

eqjgtgpv!crrtqcej!cpf!vq!ocmg!uwtg!vjcv!vjku!crrtqcej!

ku!hqnnqygf!gxgt{yjgtg/
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7A>!KH$<9EE>="-BEE"HG"LA>"FH=>JGBR9LBHG"H?!LA>"
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